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The representative of establishment's president

holds meeting of directors

The representative of establishment>s
president, the member of care council Mr.
Ayoob Kassim held periodical meeting
with the directors of establishment>s
directorates. They discussed many
subjects about their work and the services
for the martyrs> families. The pivot
of meeting was the way of distribution
the substitute of housing complexes.

He listened to the suggestions that it
develops the work of the establishment
in addition to concentration on the media
side by showing the establishment>s
achievements, communication with the
local governments and the members
of parliament in every province, and
the limits of cooperation with the
establishment and the martyrs, case.

The establishment holds cultural

symposium

As a result to the current situation
in the Arabian countries, dem-
onstrations and changing in the
regimes; the establishment held
cultural symposium about the way
of peaceful demonstrating. Under
the supervision of the member of
care council, Mr. Ayoob Kassim,
who opened the symposium and
greeted the assistant of college of
political sciences Dr. Abdul Jabbar
Ahmed Abdulallh. He mentioned
a number of aims about the dem-
onstrations and also the way of
peaceful and civilized demonstrat-
ing. He referred to the previous
situations in the Arabic countries
and said that the situation in Iraq
is different because of the govern-
ment 1s democracy, and it com-
plies the requests of Iraqi people
and that the prime minister Mr.
Nuri Almaliki is established the
democracy in the new Iraq, and he

supports all the Iraqi stages and

especially the martyrs> families

and the political prisoners. Af-
ter that Dr. Abdul Jabbar talked
about the demonstrations, what it
realized, the motives after this ac-
tion, the way of the peaceful dem-
onstrating, and the constituents
of the correct demonstrating to
achieves it aim without playing in

the natural life of the people and

without trespassing on the general
and special possessions because of
it for all the people and for any-
body. The attendance discussed
with him about different points.
Finally Dr. Abdul Jabbar thanked
the attendance and praised the
establishment and its work with
building the new Iraq and service

the martyr families.
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The spokesman of government
praised the establishment’s

media

The spokesman of Iraqi
government, Dr. Ali alDa-
bagh praised the work of the
establishment’s media during
his meeting with the directors
of ministries’ media. The ad-
viser Dr. Tahseen alShaikhli
read the report of meeting
and in its articles praised the
media of the establishment
of martyrs and the media of

Baghdad province.

Karkuk martyrs directorate distributes the

second group of substitute of housing complexes

Under the title of (The new Iraq compensates the
martyrs’ families about the years of deprivation).
In presence of the representative of the president
of establishment, the member of care council Mr.
Ayoob Kassim; Karkuk martyrs directorate held
celebration in the martyrs” hall in Ahl-albait mosque
for distributing the grant of real estate and the second
group of the substitute of housing complexes. The
celebration began by reading verses from the holy
Koran; then the representative addressed a speech
about the establishment’s role in caring the martyrs’
families and presenting the services to the martyrs’
families to compensate them about the years of
deprivation and injustice that they faced during the
time of the former regime. He explained that the new
Iraq raised the slogan (The martyrs’ families are a
trust with us). He referred to the right of everybody

in claim by the services from the government and
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there is no harm if they critiqued the ministries. But
it shouldn’t be an agent for the Baath party because
the Baath party is the reason of what happened in the
country. He also said that every victim should stand
with the establishment and the new Iraq. He also
talked about the role of the prime minister of Iraq
Mr. Nuri alMaliki by supporting the establishment
and the martyrs’ families and praised a number of
ministers in supporting the establishment as the
minister of youth and sport. After that a number
of poets addressed poems about the martyrs and
the martyrdom. Then they showed a documentary
film (when it reaped its work) explained the way
of establishing the establishment during this short
time. Finally he distributed the substitute of housing
complexes to sixty families; the members of province
council, city council, and large number of the martyrs’
families attended the celebration.



One of the martyrs of The
AssyrianDemocracy Movement

The name: - YobertBeniameenSh-
leemon

The nick Name:-Shleemon

Date  ofBirth:-1954 Habanya
Quarter-Al Anbaar City
MaritalStatus: - He Married and
He Had Two Boys
Job:-Mechanical Engineer

His mission: - head of a branch
Date of martyrdom:-3/3/1985
Education: - graduated from the
technological university

The martyr had been arrested
through a conspiracy of some
traitorous onthe I3th ofJuly
1984 in Baghdad city

What known about him:-

When someone speak about the
freedom then he must refer to
beiameen as afighter standing in
the head of its line and when the
necessary become as struggling
need for the sake of the human
and nationalism rights of our
people here it represented an ad-
vanced man whom never know
the laziness carrying the tiredness
of his struggling upon his shoul-
ders with an excellent courage and
deep faith .

He was known as humble man
everybody know him  satisfied
with him and he had great popu-
larity, from her he considered as
a real struggler in all the mean-
ing of the struggle wordmean
, where he never became stingy
with whatever he had inorder to
serve people and remove their
suffering .

In addition to that he was known

for his deep faith on his people

and his nationalcase. also he was
in his un interrupted ceaseless

work was aproject for martyr-
dom and his death in the cell of
saddam.

He was an a great example for
the courage , fighting and the
close relation with the people
and national case and according
to this he became an example of
the national work

The martyr participated on theo-
rganized, political and national
work since 1971 in Baghdad

He was married and had two
children they are two boys and
hehad never seen his second boy
because he diedbeforehis second
son born.

As result of the hysterical and
horror which brought by  the

activities ofAssyrian movement

in creating revolutionary atmo-
sphere between the generouslraqi
people, the old regime and his
devices started intensify arrestin-
gon the second of July 1984 and
among the arrested people was
yobert,yosef and yokhena whom
executed in addition to our mar-
tyrs there were also others, whom
arresting and executing like raa-
daeshaya ,aneeraroha, nabeleeon
gorges .abdualhedfrenso ,valen-
tine bengameen,reemonatheenial
and others

It was an great role of this martyr
against the security devices and
old dictators regime , he showed
great courage in spite of the tor-
turing ways used by the security
device which was wild and sav-
age for both psychological and
physical which used against him.
The purpose of that torturing
ways was to weaken yobertdeter-
but the
stay constant and firm.

he was executed on the third of
February 1985 on the cells of
abugreebjails and on this heroic
attitudeagainst death he deserve
to be a model through his heroic
role Defendingour people case
without boredom or tiredness
Yes he died but his soul stay for-
ever with us purified

The heroic attitude for our mar-
tyr yober was greatsymbol we
must follow and it was a great les-
son teach us in every moment the
meaning of sacrifice

JUEJITIY § VPSP

mination, martyr was
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TORTURE IN SPORTS

" WHAT? 1

or the better part of the 20th century,
soccer stadiums throughout Iraq provided
a refuge where fans could scream their
lungs dry, safe from prying informers and
secret police. Not only was soccer the nation-
al sport, but it also provided a rare emotional
outlet in a country where for decades, even
before Saddam Hussein, it was an offense to
complain about the government or make a
joke about an important person—under
penalty of jail, torture, and even execution.

So when Saddam seized power in July 1979, he fully understood
the importance of soccer to the Iraqi people, and he vowed to
control it. One of his first acts was to have the head of the
Iraqi Football Association (IFA), Faleh Akram, removed and
subsequently executed.

Five years later, as part of his drive to ensure that key positions
in Iraq were occupied by family and close friends, he appointed
his eldest son, Uday, as head of the National Olympic Committee
of Iraq and the IFA. Almost immediately, Uday saw the potential
benefits of such a position, and he hired a famous sportswriter
to help build his public image with the people of Iraq. For the
country’s athletes, it marked the beginning of a nightmare.

It also signaled the dawn of one of the most bizarre coaching
experiments in the history of sports, as Uday’s preferred method
for inspiring victory was not extra training or innovative playing
strategies. It was torture.

Iraqis were terrified of Saddam—although many also respected
him. And they were scared of his younger son, Qusay, who was a
quiet, calculating killer. But Uday was in a league of his own when
it came to violence: Iraqis whispered that he was the devil in
human form and probably mad.

From the day he was born, Uday was groomed for the possibil-
ity that he would someday inherit rule over Iraq. And from an
early age he enjoyed displaying his obsession for power. As a child

MAXIM / MAY 2006 / ma>
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FOR TWO DECADES SADDAM HUSSEIN'S
MANIAC SON UDAY USED
SOCCER PLAYERS. GUESS

TO

growing up in Tikrit, he took pleasure in torturing and disembow-
eling live animals. When he was a teenager, he threatened a math
teacher, saying, “For the offense of boring me, when I become the
ruler of Iraq, I'm going to have you shot!” By the time he earned
his degree from the University of Baghdad’s College of Engineering,
pretty much every Iraqi knew to do whatever Uday asked of them.

Uday’s appetite for money, women, Cuban cigars, and Italian
suits was insatiable. It was said that he owned more than 1,000
cars—Ferraris, Rolls-Royces, Lamborghinis—worth tens of millions
of dollars. He kept an enormous library of torture videos showing
people having their eyes gouged out or their limbs being hacked
off with axes. And he was quite happy to act out his brutal
fantasies. When one of Uday’s spies overheard a sports journalist
named Tariq Abdul Wahab tell someone over the phone that there
were, perhaps, problems with Iraqi soccer, Wahab was jailed for a
month. His right arm, which had held the phone, was smashed
with a sledgehammer. His right leg was cracked, and his right ear,
which he had used during the phone call, was mutilated.

According to Saad Qeis, who played soccer for the Iraqi national
team in the 1988 Seoul Olympics, Uday’s tyranny chiefly served
to fuel his enormous ego. “He used sports, Iraqis’ last resort to
entertain themselves, as a tool to stamp his mark on life in Iraq,”
says Qeis. “Uday established himself as a ruthless lord of the black
market with a finger in every pie, from the media to soccer. Before
him the soccer team was one of the Middle East’s strongest. Under
him it became nothing.”

Uday ran his empire from the Olympic Committee’s seven-
story building on Palestine Avenue in Baghdad. The seventh floor
served for his “parties,” where he drank himself senseless,
viciously raped women, and ordered guests to stage orgies. On the
bottom floor was a 15-cell prison to hold athletes who irritated
him. It was in his office in the Olympic building that he shot and
killed a man who came to complain that Uday had raped his
daughter. And in 1989, after the Iraqi boxing team returned
from a competition abroad, Uday famously called one of the [+]

By Simon Freeman Photograph by Lyndon Wade
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TORTURE IN SPORTS

losing boxers into his office, then jumped out of his chair and
began punching him in the face. “This is how you box!” he
yelled, before shaving the boxer’s head and jailing him.
e m\ nfortunately for Iraqi soccer players,

! Uday’s interest in the game was purely

v for the profile it gave him. “He knew
nothing about it,” says Latif Yahia, who
spent five years as Uday’s double, work-
ing as a decoy for potential assassins. “I
doubt he even knew how many players
were on a soccer team.”

Nick Ask, who played for two of Iraq’s
top club teams, agrees. “Uday knew
nothing about sports,” he says. “The only
incentive for players was to avoid being
tortured. He believed you could pick

players at random, terrify them, and they

would beat Brazil. It was like Saddam in
the first Gulf War, thinking his army
would beat America because Iraqi soldiers
were afraid of him.”

Uday never let his ignorance of soccer
hold him back. High-profile games were
the most dangerous for players because
Uday was likely to take a more serious
interest in them. He’d shout ridiculous
tactical instructions at the players and tell
them they were a disgrace to Iraq. Even if
he wasn’t actually at a match, he would
watch on television and rage at the players
over a telephone connected to a loudspeaker in the locker room.

“Uday treated us as his property,” says Sharar Haydar, a
powerful defender who played for the national team 40 times
between the late 1980s and 1997. “He used to summon us at
2 AM. to the field at his palace because he wanted to play a game
against Iraq’s best players. Of course, he wasn’t any good—he had
funny legs—but everybody was terrified of tackling him.”

When the Iraqi team lost a game, Uday would often punish
players by throwing them in jail. In 1993, after Jordan beat Iraq
2-0, Uday had four men jailed, including Haydar. “We were
beaten for four days,” he says, “sleeping for no more than 30
minutes at a time on the floor with no pillows or blankets. One
time the guards woke us up and said, ‘We want you to catch a
fly, and we want it to be male, not female.’ One of my team-
mates caught a fly and showed it to the guards, who said, ‘No,
that one’s male. It needs to be female.” So they beat him. Then
they told him to catch the same fly that he had just released.”

Haydar was jailed again in 1994 after he told Uday he wanted
to retire from international soccer.

“I said to myself,” Haydar recalls, ““Why should I be beaten
and put in prison for playing the game I love?"”

He was driven to the Olympic headquarters, where he was
handed a walkie-talkie. Uday was on the other end.

“So why don’t you like playing for the great Iraq?” asked Uday.

“I've been playing for the Iraq national team for five years
now,” Haydar said, “but I don’t feel very well. I've got an ulcer—a
bleeding ulcer—so I can’t continue.”

Time Line
of Tyranny

Saddam Hussein taught
his oldest son well.
Perhaps a little too well.

| JUNE 18, 1964

Uday is born. His father is in
prison for plotting to overthrow
the Iraqi government.
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you were killed,” says Haydar. “You trusted no one.”

Another player, Habib Ja'far, was jailed five times by Uday. “1
was like a hostage,” says Ja’far, who played for the club team,
al-Rasheed. “My teammates called me Prisoner of Uday.”

Uday jailed him twice in 1989 after his team lost important
matches. Ja'far’s voice breaks when he talks about what hap-
pened. “They put me in a cell that was so small I couldn’t
breathe,” he says. “I thought about committing suicide to find
release from the pain because there was no other salvation.
There was a smell of death in every corner, and in my heart

there is still a lot of pain.”

| CIRCA 1972

At age eight Uday proves to a
young friend that he’s already
a practiced torturer by
disemboweling a live sheep.

“I will show you what you can and can’t
do,” Uday said.

Then Haydar was taken to prison, where
the guards whipped his feet—a traditional
Arab punishment called falaga—20 times a
day for three days. “They took my clothes
off, laid me down on my back, and dragged
me by my legs across hot pavement until
my back was a bloody mess,” he says.
“Then they made me roll in the sand. And
just to make sure the wounds got infected,
I had to climb a 15-foot ladder and jump
repeatedly into a pit of sewage water filled

English File

The Iraqi team (in
black) never had a
chance under Uday._

with blood and who knows
what else.” When Haydar was
released a month later, Uday
told him he was banned from
playing soccer in Iraq for life.
Uday made every decision for
his players. He told athletes
whom they would play for and
where they would live. Players
never knew if or when they
would be paid, and if they
played well perhaps Uday would
give them money or maybe a
sheep. No one ever protested
about any of this. They couldn’t.
“You kept your mouth shut or

| 1984

Uday graduates from

the University of Bagh-
dad, achieving a 98.5
grade average—the
highest average in the
school’s history. During his

time at the university, profes-
sors who grade him poorly are
fired from their jobs and killed.
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An Iraqi Olympic]
Committee employee
demonstlates a fmger

day Hussein was killed along with his
brother, Qusay, in a gunfight with
American forces in July 2003. Soccer lives
gon in Iraq, but, like so much else, it’s on
the verge of ruin. The Iraqi Football
Association final held in Baghdad this
past July was attended by just 15,000 peo-
ple—far fewer than the 55,000 who would
have been there if Iraq had been at peace
or even if Uday was still in charge of the
sport. After the game the bureaucrats of
Iraqi soccer, many of whom had served
Saddam, rolled out clichés like “Sport is the face of hope for the
new Iraq” before scuttling back to their offices to make money by
swindling it from whomever they could. One British official says
today that money given by Western governments for the develop-
ment of soccer often “goes missing.”

The Iraqi national soccer team has also fallen apart. In 2004,
when the national team reached the semifinals at the Olympics in
Greece, it was ranked 40th in the world. By December 2005, it was
ranked 54th and falling. American journalists were eager to find a
feel-good story about Iraq, and hailed the performance in Greece
as remarkable. But soccer writers from around the world pointed
out that Olympic soccer is a low-grade event. It is not, they said,
top-class, and the decline in Iraq’s stature was predictable. Many of
their best players have fled to play abroad, where there isn’t the

1999 | MARCH 2000

Uday is elected as a member
of the Iraqi National Assembly
with 99.9 percent of the vote.

Two 19-year-old men are
abducted from the Baghdad
Academy of Fine Arts after
they’re seen talking to a woman
Uday wants for himself. The
men are brought to the presi-

dential compound, where they
are fed alive to two of Uday's
caged lions.

English File

Chain whips, steel barbs, and
cigarettes were just a few of
Uday'’s favorite torture devices.

everyday risk of being killed. The
national team has had to play
many “home” games in Jordan
because opponents refuse to
travel to Baghdad.

Several club teams have not
turned up for matches because it
has been too dangerous to travel
or because they had no money to
pay for gasoline. One match in
Baghdad had to be abandoned
when mortar shells crashed onto
the playing field. Other games
were called off after teams
protested about the officiat-
ing. And when the games do
happen, fighting often breaks
out between players and the
crowd. By midseason last
year, Iraq and its soccer
league were fighting a seem-
ingly uncontrollable chaos,
but to most that chaos was
preferable to the hell they
had come from.

i LE | M‘Li ¥
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| STILL HAV
Since retiring from playing [HE SCARS

Samir Kadhum has become chairman of the Air Force club team.
“We used to get money from the government,” he reports, “but
that has stopped now.”

Still, despite all the problems soccer has to overcome in
today’s Iraq, and despite the fact that looters recently destroyed
his team’s stadium, Kadhum insists he’s optimistic, if only for
the fact that life is better after Saddam.

“I thank God every day,” he says, “that Uday has gone.”

APRIL 4, 2003 JULY 22, 2003

Uday and his brother, Qusay,
are killed after a six-hour gun-
fight with American soldiers.

Saddam promotes Uday to
brigadier general of the Iraqi
forces. Three days later the new
general goes into hiding.
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Today he remains haunted by
the humiliation that he faced.
“The guards enjoyed their work,”
he says. “They would knock on the
door of my cell and shout, ‘What
are you doing?’ I said, ‘I am trying
to sleep.” They shouted, ‘You are
not allowed to sleep.’ At that
moment I really hated life, the
world, even myself.”

Samir Kadhum was also jailed
five times, twice when he was
playing for Iraq and three times
when he was with the Air Force
club. When the national team
returned to Baghdad after losing
in Jordan in 1992, Kadhum and
five other players were held for
three days in a cell so small they couldn’t sit down properly.

He was punished again in 2000 when he was playing for
the Air Force. He and his teammates had been to a preseason
training camp in a small city, 240 miles north of Baghdad, and
decided to do some shopping at one of the markets there.

They bought the kinds of things that made life in Iraq more
bearable—CD players, TVs, blankets. “It was simple stuff,”
Kadhum says. “When we returned, we were accused of buying
satellite receivers, which were banned. I said it wasn’t true. I
said I had bought two chairs for a barbershop I owned and that
I'd bought them to earn extra money because players weren’t
paid much in Iraq.”

The inevitable came three days later. Uday’s henchmen forced
Kadhum to sit on a chair with his bare legs extended into the air.
“They started lashing my feet,” he says. “But they weren’t hitting
me hard. Their boss, who was from Tikrit—Saddam’s town—got
angry. He said, ‘Why aren’t you hitting him hard? The bodyguards
said, ‘He is Samir Kadhum. He has done many good things for Iraqi
soccer.’ The boss said he would show how to beat someone. He
started hitting me very hard. I said, ‘Why are you treating me like
an animal?’ He said, ‘This is Uday’s order. We must carry it out.””

Habib Ja'far
was jailed
five times
by Uday.

o one was safe from Uday. When the
players couldn’t guarantee a win,
Uday turned elsewhere. Furat Ahmed
Kadoim was an Iraqi Kurd, an engi-
neer who was prosperous, happily
married, and proud to be one of Iraq’s
top referees. In 2000 Uday’s body-
guards told him that the al-Zawraa
team had to beat the police in a match
he was refereeing. Kadoim refused to
alter the outcome of the match, and
the game ended in a 2-2 tie.

There had been interference in
soccer under Saddam—usually when the regime wanted a
certain team to prosper for political reasons—but Uday’s arrival
changed everything. Referees were regularly told how a match
should end. “It was always about gambling,” says Kadoim.

Uday would use cells like this
one to punish players when
he was angry with them.

fronted him about refusing
orders from the son of the
president. “They took me to
prison, and they beat me up
for 10 days ,” says Kadoim.
“They’d make me run in 120-
degree heat. They made me
crawl through a pool of filthy
water. They burned my feet
with cigarettes. I still have the
scars. They shaved my head,
which was humiliating.”

Six months later Uday’s
men once again ordered
Kadoim to fix a match, this
time between al-Karkh and
al-Zawraa. “They wanted
Zawraa to win. Who knows
why? A bet maybe,” says
Kadoim. Despite the beating

he had already endured at When a victim was placed in

the hands ofUday’s body- Uday's iron maiden, spikes
guards, Kadoim couldn’t Id pierce his skin.
bring himself to fix the G

match. Al-Zawraa lost 1-0. “I
couldn’t do what they wanted,” says Kadoim. “I would have lost
my reputation.”

He was arrested again and spent a week in jail. “One guy was
beating me and counting up to 100,” says Kadoim. “He would
get to 98 and say, ‘Oh, I forget where I am, so I must start again.’
And then he laughed.”

Kadoim was shattered. He soon lost his status as one of Iraq’s
top referees because everyone knew that Uday was unhappy
with him. “They were afraid of him,” he says, “and they wanted
to show him they did not want me.”

Now Kadoim is 40 years old and he says that he can’t find a
job as an engineer in post-Saddam Iraq because he refuses to
bribe the right people. “They destroyed my life,” he says. “I am
refereeing again, but there is no respect from the players

Uday'’s bodyguards went to Kadoim’s house and violently con-

NOVEMBER 1988

At a state dinner, Uday gets
drunk and bludgeons his father’s
food taster to death. As punish-
ment he is exiled to Switzerland,
but he returns to Saddam'’s side
after a few months.
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| LATE 1994

Uday establishes the Fedayeen
Saddam (Saddam'’s Men of
Sacrifice) militia, which is used
for smuggling, bullying, and,
eventually, to oppose
American forces.

and the crowd.”

| DECEMBER 12, 1996

Uday drives to a Baghdad ice
cream parlor in one of his
Porsches. After his bodyguard
enters the shop, a car pulls up,
and a gunman fills Uday’s body
with eight bullets—five of them

to the groin.

[+]

JUNE 18, 1998

Uday makes his first public
appearance after being shot.
He is clearly depressed, and
will walk with a cane for the
rest of his lif
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